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184 Biblical Notes. [March, 

explanation, which he credits to Prof. W. Robertson Smith, of the miracle of 
the sun standing still at Joshua's command. The account is a poetical one 
quoted from the Book of Joshua, and in order to understand it we must figure 
to ourselves the speaker at two successive periods of the summer day — first, 
on the plateau to the north of the hill of Gibeon, with Gibeon lying under the 
sun to the southeast or south, at the moment when the resistance of the enemy 
has at last broken down ; and again, hours later, when the sun has set, and 
the moon is sinking westward over the valley of Aijalon, threatening by its 
disappearance to put an end to the victorious pursuit. The appeal to the 
moon is, of course, for light, i. e. , after sunset. The moon appears over 
Aijalon — thai is, somewhat south of west as seen by one approaching from 
Beth-horon. There was therefore evening moonlight. Joshua prayed first 
that the sunlight, and then that the moonlight following it, might suffice for 
the complete defeat of the enemy. The miraculous, therefore, disappears 
entirely from the incident. 

The Twentieth Century View of the Old Testament. What will it be ? A 
recent discussion gives several reasons why the Old Testament a hundred 
years later will be read and studied more diligently, will be better understood, 
and will be more generally influential upon the lives of men : (1) because it is 
divinely inspired, whatever of sanctity God's authority can give a book is 
given to this. (2) Its devotional uses will have lost none of their interest or 
meaning, (3) the prophecies contained in the Old Testament are full of signifi- 
cance ; fulfilled predictions obviously serve as evidences of the New and 
prepare us for it ; the unfulfilled warn us to look forward to a coming time. 
(4) Many duties therein enjoined are just as binding as they ever were. (5) Its 
revelations of truth are unchanged in their accuracy, interest and importance. 
It tells some things not otherwise known, it teaches some things with inimiti- 
ble force, it affords a correct understanding of many things in the New 
Testament. (6) The Book is in no danger from the higher criticism, which 
minutely examines its authorship, antiquity and history. Let the inquiry pro- 
ceed. None of the proved results of criticism have diminished in the slightest 
degree the just claim of the Bible to the confidence and reverence of mankind. 

The Change of Saul's Name to Paul. In a new book by Prof. Max Kren- 
kel upon the History and Epistles of the Apostle Paul, he speaks thus upon 
this subject : Paul must have received a Hebrew name at his circumcision, 
but it could not have been " Saul," because of the infamy which attached to 
that name in Old Testament history, in view of which no pious Jew would 
have so named his son. The name "Saul" sprang rather from the horror 
with which the Christian community regarded the persecutor of the Christian 
Church, the title of the arch persecutor being suggested by the history of 
Saul's persecutions of David, who was the type of the Christ, the Messianic 
David, now being persecuted by this Hebrew, in the person of his church. 
The name " Paul" was given to commemorate the victory of the apostle over 
Sergius Paulus (Acts 13), just as conquerors sometimes took the name of the 
nations which they subdued as a title of honor to themselves. Prof. Krenkel 
would not claim originality for his view as to the source of the name " Paul," 
but we think his explanation of " Saul " has not before been presented. It is 
more ingenious than attractive. Yet it must be confessed that prevailing ex- 
planations of the origin and meaning of the two names of the Apostle are not 
entirely satisfactory. 



